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ADVICE 


POST ERITY. 


HE People of no Country can 

. boaſt of Privileges fo noble and 

 ; beneficial as We of this Nation. 
We are particularly happy in 
thoſe which reſpe& our Lives, Liberties, 
and Properties. In all Cafes concerning 
| theſe, we are to be heard by JupGes, 
who hold their high and ſacred Offices, 
not by the precarious Will of the Prince, 
but during good Behaviour, (a Condition 
almoſt equal to a Tenure for Life) and 
we are to be determined by a Jury of 
Twelve Men, our Equals ; and ſuch is 
A 2 the 


44 


the glorious Circumſtance of our Free- 
dom, that even the KING himſelf is not 
above the Laws of the Land, nor has 
HE the Power to violate the Property of 
the meane/t Subject ; but His Cauſe muſt 
be brought into oux Courts of Law, be 
heart before our Judges, and be- deter- 
mined by a Jokr. 


Theſe Privileges are INVALUABLE, as 
they are the higheſt a Nation can enjoy, 
and without which, no Nation' can be 
truly free. 9 
Our great and virtuous F oreflihen 
eſteemed them ſo much, that. they 
thought no Price too dear, nor Riſque 


too great, ſo they might enjoy and tranſ- 


mit them to Poſterity.” Let us therefore 
remember that they came floating down 
to us upon their Blood; and then, ſurely, 
we cannot but think it oux Duty, to be 
watchful of ſuch vaſt Privileges; and, 
upon the leaſt Appearance of Danger, 
endeavour by every conſtitutional Me- 


thod, to tranſmit them intire to our Po- 


ſterity. 
Happy, 


[5] 


Happy, thrice happy are we indeed, | 


who live in a Golden Age, when Virtue 
and publick Spirit ride triumphant, and 
reign without Moleſtation; when the 
Seats of JusTICE are filled with great 
and able Lawyers, whoſe Hands are clean, 
and whoſe Conduct is beyond the Reach 
of Calumny ; and when no unfair Me- 
thods are uſed by Men in Power, to pack 
Juries, or tamper with them. But former 
Times having ſeen on the Seats of Ju- 
ſtice, Men of a quite different Caſt, Time- 
ſervers, Sycophants, Creatures of the 
Crown, ambitious, covetous, venal, cruel, 
abandoned, proſtitute; and having alſo 
ſeen various Practices, unfair and uncon- 
itutional, upon JuRIEs, in Matters of 
Life, Liberty, and Property, between the 
Crown, and the SUBJECT; it is not 
impoſſible that future Times may again ſee 
ſach Jupoꝝs, and fuch Practices upon 
JunxiEs. It may not therefore be“ amiſs, 
for the Benefit of Poſterity, to point out 
ſome of the Symptoms of Danger to 
theſe invaluable Privileges, which ought 

| to 
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to alarm every Native of this Iſland, up- 


on their firſt Appearance; and to recom- 


mend ſome legal and conſtitutional Reme- 
dies, if they ever ſhould appear. 


The „irt Symptom that ought to alarm 
the People is; if ever they ſhall ſee raiſed 
to the Office of a Judge, a Man, who to 
ſerve a Court Turn, in a Matter which 
concerns the moſt eſſential Rights of the 
Subject, ſhall ni., and o!lfully, 
immorally, and. impudently broach an ab- 
ſolute FaLsEHOObD, in the moſt publick 
Manner; aſſerting that to be Law, which 
he could not but know was not Law, and 
in which he may openly and clearly be 
detected. 


You may be abſolutely certain, that 
ſuch a one will not be more ſcrupulous, 
or conſcientious in one Capacity, than in 
another. The JuDGs will be as much a 
Slave to his Ambition, Avarice, and Ve- 
nality, as the SENATOR ; and the Lives, 
Liberties, and Properties of the People, as 


often as they ſhall be litigated with the 
CROWN, 


> 
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[7.1 
CrRowN, will be ſacrificed to his Paſſions, 
as long as the CRown has either a higher 


Preferment to beſtow, or Money to feed 


the Cravings of his Coffers. A FalLsE- 
HOOD can only proceed from a bad Heart, 


and from a bad Heart nothing that is 


Goop can proceed. From the Abundance - 
of the Heart the Mouth ſpeaketh, we learn 
from the higheſt Authority. 


But the People, in this Caſe, are not 
without a Remedy, they may, and .doubt- 
leſs, would, upon the firſt Rumour of 
the Advancement of ſuch a one, in humble 
and dutiful Addreſſes to the Throne, from 
all Parts of the Nation, repreſent the 
dreadful Conſequences that muſt inevi- 
tably attend Life, Liberty, and Property, 
from placing in the Seat of Juſtice, a 
Man, who ſhould have no Regard to 
TxuTH ; and implore the then King to 
fill that Place of judicial Truſt, with ſome 
Perſon, diſtinguiſhed by an unſullzed Cha- 
rater, and a firm Integrity. Nor is it 
poſſible, I think, that ſuch humble and 
dutiful Addreſſes could prove unſucceſo- 

ful ; 


————__—__k 
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ful ; fince thus, by removing the Wicked 


from before the King, his Throne will be 


eftabliſhed in Righteouſneſs. 


Another Symptom dangerous to theſe 
Privileges, would be to ſee a Jupox, in 
a Cauſe between the CRown and the 
SUBJECT, uſing the Influence of his h/gh 
Station, to miſlead the Judgments of 


the Jury, by partial and ſiniſter In/nua- 


rians, to the Prejudice of the Subjects juſt 
Rights. Of the many Caſes of this Sort, 
which may happen in Time, and which, 
at preſent, occur to my Mind, I will, 
now, only mention One. Suppoſe a Diſ- 
pute to arife between the CRown and 
the SUBJECT, about a Right to a Piece 
of Land, or any other PROPERTY. 

poſe the Subject Plaintiff, and the Crown, 
or Agent for the Crown, Defendant. 
The Plaintiff produces, jn Support of 
his Claim, we will fay, Ten Witneſſes, 
chiefly FaxMEeRs and TRADESMEN ; but 
all of them Perſons of Fair and indiſput- 
able Reputations. They, upon Oatb, 


ſpeak to the ſeveral Points to which they 
are 


* 4 18 „ 22 W Be, 


[9] 
are called, and, by a Courſe of Evidence 
uniform and confiſient, each Man with 
bimfelf, and all with ane another, prove 
the Plaintiff 's Right, The Crown, or any 


Perſon for the Crown, Defeadagt ; pro- 


duces, we will ſay, FigTzazx Witneſſes, 
who are, or at leaſt appear to be, Gen- 
tlemen of Figure and Faztune ; but, per- 


haps, many of them, Dependents 
— 


the Caurt, or Objects of its pa, o 

Pectants of its future Favours, Theſe 
bkewiſe ſpeak upon Oath, to the ſeveral 
Points to which they are called; and, by 
+ Courſe of Evidence, incor/5{ent and can 
tradigtory,z, forge contradicting them» 
che, and many of them, cantradicting 
each.;other,, endeavour to eſtabliſh. the 


* - 


Defendant's Right, 


Upon the Caſe thus ſtated, who would 
not expect, that the Jupox, in ſumming 
up the Evidence, would obſerve to the 
Juxy, that tho' the Plaintiff produced 
but Tex, Witneſſes, and the Defendant 
FieTBEN; yet thoſe for the Plaintiff were 
ſubſtantial, and creditable, FarRMERs and 


'TRADES- 


[ 20 ] 
TRADESMEN, of fair and unimpeached 
Characters? That each Witneſs, through- 
out his whole Evidence, had been uni- 
form and con/i/tent with himſelf; and that 
ALL the Plaintiff's Witneſſes had been con- 
fiftent with one another? That of the 
Witneſſes for the Defendant, many in- 
deed, were, or ſeemed to be Gentlemen 
of Figure and Foztune ; yet he muſt with 
Concern obſerve, that their Evidence was 
inconfs, ;/tent and contradictory, molt of them 
contradicting themſelves, and ſeveral con- 
tradicting one another ? That he left it to 
the Jury to conſider the Evidence on 
both Sides, and to find a Verdict for the 
Plaintiff or Defendant, according to the 
Credit they gave to the Witneſſes, Either, 
on the one Side, or the other? 1 ſay, upon 
the above-ſtated Caſe, who would not 
expect from the Bench, ſuch fit ind ju- 
dicial Obſervations to the Juxx, and con- 
ſequently a Verdict for the Plaintiff? 


But what a dreadful Symptom to theſe 
our boaſted Privileges would it be? how 
threatening to the Lives, Liberties, and 
Proper- 


e 
* 
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Properties of the Subjects? If on the con · 


trary a Judge ſhould direct a Jury to take 


Notice, that the Number of Witneſſes 
for the Plaintiff were but TEN, but that 
the Witneſſes for the Defendant were 
F1FTEEN, that the Witneſſes for the Plain- 
tiff were only FaxuERS and TRADES» 
?EOPLE; but that many of the Witneſſes for 
the Defendant were Gentlemen of Figure 
and Foztune ? Good God! what an In- 
ſinuation would this be? What are the 
Inferences to be drawn from ſuch Obſer- 
vations? Do they not imply, that Two of 
the largeſt, and moſt uſeful Bodies of Men 
in the Kingdom are deſtitute of all Reli - 
gion, Morality, Honeſty, and Truth, and 
ready for Perjury, and conſequently for 
all Kinds of Villanies ? And that the only 
Men capable of thoſe Virtues, and who 
poſſeſs them, are Gentlemen of Figure 
and Foztune? What would this ſtrike 


at? Our Att. The oppreſſed Subject, in 


all Matters concerning his Life, Liberty, 
and Property, would hereby be irreme- 
diably caſt into the Hands, and lie wholly 
at the Mercy of Men in Power, by being 

B deprived 
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deprived c of the Benefit of legal, bone, 


and credible Evidence. For whenevet a- 


Jury ſhall be taught, and ſhall adopt the 
Maxim, That zo Witneſs is to be alt 
ed, however conſiſtent his Evidence, 
however fair his Character; under the. 
Degree of a Gentleman of Figure and 
Foztune; eſpecially if Gentlemen of Figure 
and ꝓoztunt, however ſhort and inconf/t- 
ent in their Evidence, ſhall be examined 
againſt him, the Security to every Man, 
in reſpect to his Life, Liberty, and Pro- 
erty, will be in the utmoſt Perl; I may, 
venture to ſay, entirely taken away. 


Is it not poſlible that Gade of Fi- 
gure and Foztune may be wicked and 
profligate ? nay ! May they not often be 
the Engines and Implements of Men in 
Power, and owe their Figures and Foz- 
tunes to ſervile and ſcandalous Compliances, 
which honeſt Men of a lower Claſs would 
be aſhamed and incapable of? And ſurely, 
fuch Gentlemen of gurt and Foztune 
are at leaſt as capable of Perjury as a 
FARMER or TRADESMAN. 


Were 
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Were the Lives and Manners of Gentle 
men of Figure and Foztune, of Farm- 
ERS and TRADESMEN, to be ſtrictly ſcru- 
tinized, and compared together, I am 
apt to believe, far the greateſt Portion of 
Religion, Honefly, Sincerity, and Truth, 
would be diſcovered among the /atter. If 
we ſearch our Churches, who ſhall we find 
moſt frequent, vigilant, and moſt attent- 
ive in the Worſhip of Almighty. God, 
and all the Religious Duties? I believe, 
the FaRMERs and TRADESMEN ; theſe 
Gentlemen of Figure and Foztunc, I fear, 
ſeldom or never entering a Church, ex- 
cept it be to receive the Holy Euchariſt, 
to qualiſy themſelves to hold a /ucrative 
Employment, That a Man is a ſub- 
ſtantial FARMER or TRADESMAN, | and 
of an unimpeached Character, is an un- 
deniable Proof of his Honeſty ; fince the 
| Livelihood of either depends upon the 

Credit of his Integrity: For who would 
let his Eſtate to a FARMER, or deal with 
f a TRADESMAN, that is a Knave? What 
Reaſon then, I wonder, would be af 

B 2 ſigned, 
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figned, why an honeft worthy Engliſh 
FARMER, or TRADESMAN, ſhould not 
be as credible and good a Witneſs, as a 
Gentleman of Figure and Foztune ? 


But, according to the above Doctrine 
of NUMBER and ConDITlon, FIFTEEN 
Sharpers, who, by Gaming and Cheating, 
ſhall become Gentlemen of Figure and 
Foztune, may overturn and invalidate the 
uniform and conſiſtent Evidence of Ten, 
as honeſt and worthy Men as any in the 
Kingdom; and for no better Reaſons than, 
| becauſe the former were FiFTEEN, and 
Gentlemen of Figure and Foztune, and 
the latter were but TEN, and they, only 
FARMERS and TRADESMEN. I belicve, 
whenever this Doctrine ſhall be heard 
from the Bench, that the Gentlemen of 
the long Robe will not think themſelves 
at all obliged to a Judge, for a Maxim 
which tends ſo much to reduce the Bu- 
ſineſs of We/tmin/ter- Hall, and the Charges 
of the Law. For, who would fee a 
Council, or employ an Attorney, when 
nothing more needs be done in a Cauſe, 


{ 153 
than for the Judge to aſk the following 
Queſtions, and to decide without a Jury? 
For Furies, whoare to determine upon Eui- 
dence fairly heard, and examined, | walk 
then, in a manner, become uſeleſs. 


JUDGE. 


| How many Witneſſes have you; Phain- 


od ? 
"PLAINTIFF. 


Tex, my Lord! 
JUDGE. 


*-" AE they GenTLEMEN of Figure and 


Foztune, or g and TRADESMEN 


only? | 1 2140 


23 * PLAIN TIFF. M 


They are all FarMERs and EY 
MEN. 8 _ 
TUDGE. 
Have you no GxNTLEMEN of Figure 
and Foztune among them? 


1 


PLAIN. 


Foxtune? 


- TLEMEN of Figure and Foztune, | 


- . Produce them. Very well. 


E. 


ou e N IF F. 

" "ex Look). bt ed ats y 
hou People, and w guld not forſwear 
themſelves for. the World. 2 41 e 

JUDGE. 
How many Witneſſes have you, Defend- 


am? X 
DEFENDANT. = 
My Lord! I have FIFTEEN, 5 


JUDGE. 
. Are they GxPTLENEY of AP and 


DEFENDANT. _ 
My Lord! many of them are Gex- 


JUDGE. 


[x7 ]- 
The DEC! — 
UDF 


I have tried the Cauſe between 4 5. 
Plaintiff, and C. D. Defendant; and A. B. 


having produced.” as - Witneſſes, Tex 
Perſons, who are only FARMERs and 
TRADES-PEOPLE ; and C.D. having pro- 
duced FirTEEN, as Witneſſes, many of 
them being GznTLemen of Figure and 
Foztune, I decree in Favour of C. D. the 
Defendant. 


But you may fay, * both Par- 
ties ſhould have Witneſſes, who are GR- 
TLEMEN of Figure and Foztune, Will 
there not then be a Neceſſſty for a Jury? 
Iſay, No, according to the Doctrine of 
Nux kRER and ConDIT10N ; unleſs, when 
the Numbers of GENTLEMEN of Figure 
and Foztune, are equal on both Sides. 
For, when one of the Parties ſhall have 
a Majority of GENTLEMEN' of Figure and 
FR the Judge may PR. thus. 


JUDGE. 


[8] 


JUDGE. 
How many Witneſſes have you, Plain- 
a4 
"PR A INT IP F. 


"Thave Tax, m my Lord! 


JUDGE. 


* — GznTLEeMen of Figure * 
— or are they only FARMERs and 
TRADESMEN ? 


PLAINTIFF. 


My Lotd, ſome of one Sort, ſome of 
the other. 8 
ö JUDGE. 


„How many GENTLEMEN of Figure 
and OMe have you? 


PLAINTIFF. 


My Lord, Ercur of them are Gzx- 
TLEMEN of FIGURE and FORTUNE 


JupcE i 2; 
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1 ÞUD GE. 
Who are they? Produce them. 
Well, Defendant; How many Witneſſes 
have TE ? 


DEPENDANT. 
Fir rrxx, my Lord! | 


1 | JUDGE. | 
How many GENTLEMEN of Figure 
and Foztune are among them? ? 


of DEFENDANT. 
There are Nix, my Lozp! 


re JUDGE. 
Produce them. 


The DECISION, 


JUDGE. 


I have tried the Cauſe between A. B. 
Phaintiff, and C. D. "Defendant. A. B. 
C the 


[ 20 ] 
the Plaintiff produced TEN Perſons as 
Witneſſes; E1GuT only. of whom, being 
GENTLEMEN of Figure and Foztune, 
were credible Witneſſes ; the reſt being no 
better than Farmers and TRADEs- 
PEOPLE. But C. D. the Defendant, pro- 
duced, as Witneſſes; Fir TEEN Perſons; 
of whom Nine, being GENTLEMEN of 
Figure and Foztune, were credible Wit 
neſſes ; the reſt being only Far MERs and 
TRADES-PEOPLE. Now, A. B. having 
u more. than EiGuT credible Witneſſes, 
and C. D. have NI xE credible Witneſſes, 
and Nine being more than Eid, it 
plainly appears that .C. D. the Defendant 
has a MajoRiTy of credible Witneſſes; 
therefore I DECIDE in Favour of the De- 


fendant, C. D.— = 


' You may aſk, Whether Council, At- 
tornies, and Juries, may not be neceſſary 
in a Cauſe, where there are no other Wit- 
neſſes, on either Side, but FAR Mx Rs and 
TRADES-PEOPLE? I fay, No: becauſe I 

don't ſee how a Cauſe can be at all deter- 


mined WITHOUT Evidence. Now that 
N can 


[ 21 ] 
can never be admitted as guad Evidence; 
which does not come from the Mouth of 
a credible Witneſs ; which, according to 
the Doctrine of ConDITION, a FARMER 
or TRADESMAN, cannot be. For, the 
Credibility of a Witneſs conſiſting in Ho- 
neſty, Sincerity, and Truth; and theſe be- 
ing the Properties, oNLY, of GENTLE= 
Men of Figure and Foztune; it being 
impoſſible that a FARMER or .'TRADESMAN 
ſhould poſſeſs theſe Qualities; for if they 
are capable of them, the Doctrine of Co na 
DIT10N muſt fall to the Ground. Farm- 
xs and TRADESMEN are not credible 
Witneſſes; and therefore there can be no 
ſufficient Evidence given; for. a Fury to 
determine upon, where there are 20 GeN- 
TLEMEN of Figure and Foztune to give 
Evidence. And as it would be both uſe- 
leſs and ridiculons, to examine inſufficient 
Witneſſes, there can be no Neceſſity of 
impanelling a Jury, of feeing Council, or 
of employing Attornies in fuch @ Cauſe. 


Thus we may ſee how the Doctrine of 
NuMBER and ConDIT1oON, were it to be 
b C 2 eſtabliſhed, 


—ä — — — 1 
— — 
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eftabliſhed, would deprive the Majority 
of the honeſt and worthy People of 
ENGLAND, , of their undoubted RIGHT of 
giving their Teſtimony, and of receiving 
the Benefit of it, in all Cauſes, either be- 
tween the Crown and the Subject, or be- 
tween Subject and Subject. How it 
would affect the large Body of Practition- 
ers in the Law, and how it would end in 
the zotal Subverfion of the beft Securities 
we have for our Lives, Liberties, and 


Properties, 4 | 


But, indeed, it is not likely that Juries, 
or any of the Forms of Law, will ever be 
fotally laid aſide; becauſe Men in Power, 
in evil Times, will think them expedient, 
as they may ſerve to gloſs over their very 
hard and unjuſt Proceedings againſt the 
Subject. For they, who ſhall be only 
remotely, and in the Conſequence, concerned 
in the Determination of a great Cauſe be- 
tween the Crown and a Subject; being ab- 
ſent at the Trial, and unacquainted with 
the particular Circumſtances of Hardſhip 
ſuffered by the Subject; hearing that the 

Cauſe 


[25] 
Cauſe has been determined under the 
old, legal, and conflitutional Forms, will be 
apt to fit down contented, miſtaking the 
Shadow for the Subſtance, and in no wiſe 
alarmed at his own Danger; and quite 
thoughtleſs, that the Oppreſſions of his 
near Neighbour, and Fellow-fubje&, may 
become his own w_ or _ _ of _ 
Nation. | 


We wil, | cherifore, | _ 2 


what will be the Consequences, if this 
fatal Doctrine of NUMBER and Cox i- 
ion (by which Juries are to give Cre- 
dit to none but GEN TLEMEN of Figure 
and Foztune) ſhould ever prevail, and be 
eſtabliſhed. No Man ther will be able to 
. Thing his own. No he will 
every Day be liable to be legally ddiveſted 
of his juſt Right, and to forfeit his Life 
upon the OaTHs of GENTLEMEN' of . 
gure and Foztune, who frequently are no 
better than the MERCENARY: Mibions, 
and S LAVES of Power and 'C=—t Fa- 
vourites. Then Wealth and Popularity, 
the almoſt inſeparable Attendants upon 
eminent 
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eminent Virtue, will become capital Crimes; 
and the Poſſeſſors of them momently walk 
in Jeopardy, expoſed to the Perjuries of 
ſuch c——rtly GenTLEMEN of Figure 
and Foztune. In ſhort, ALL the Great 
and Good Men of the Land, will fall Vic- 
tims to the Avarice, Malice, and Revenge 
of the GREAT and Wicked. No Man, 


however innocent, will be ſecure againſt 


falſe Accuſations, and malicious Proſecu- 
tions of Men-in Power, He who ſhall dare 
oppole (though by the moſt egal and 
conſtitutional Methods) Attempts on the 
Liberties of his Gountry, or the Male 
Practices of M of 8 „ will be 
dragged before the Tribunal of partial and 
unjuſt Judges (of the R and W 
Vengeance) charged with Crimes he ne- 
ver committed, convicted upon the falſe 
Evidence of the moſt infamous Tools, 
and condemned without Mercy, to Death 
and Confiſcation. What then will avail 


the BILL of RicuTs which we obtained 


by the late Revolution ? What will avail 
our MAGNA CHARTA and ALL the PRI- 


. VILEGES which our brave and generous 


Fre- 


JW ES 


. 
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Forefathers have handed down to us upen 


the Points of their Swords? The Bulwark 

raiſed by them for the Safety of our 
| Lives, Liberties, and Properties, would 
| ſoon, by this one. Engine, be undermined 
| and demoliſhed, and the Structure of ab- 
ſolute Monarchy, the diſpenſing Power of 
King JaMEs the II. Inuendo's, &c. &c. 
will ſuddenly ariſe out of their Ruins. 


Further, let it be obſerved, that who- 
ever is deprived of his 5ſt Right, is as 
actually, and effectually injured by one 
Way, as by another, It matters not, 
whether he loſes his Life, Liberty, or 
Property, by the arbitrary Will of the 
Magiſtrate, - or by the unfair and uncon- 
flitutional Infinuations and Directions of a 
Judge to a Jury; by influenced and falſe 
Evidence; or, by a pack'd and corrupted 
Jury, upon a Trial; which, under ſuch 
Circumſtances, would be a partial and 
unfair one. The Laws and Proviſions 
-made and intended. for his Preſervation, 
being by ſuch ſiniſter Means, perverted to 
his Deſtruction. 

| That 
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That fach Pradces,. to the Prejudic 


of Juſtice, may be, is certain, . becauſe 
they ſtand upon Record of former Ages: 


and that ſuch Practices are bighly criminal, 


and odious in the Sight of God, as well as 


Man, none will dare preſume to deny ; 
God having, in the Caſes of UR TAx and 
NazoTH, publickly avowed his Abhor- 
rence of perverting the Laws and Cox- 
STITUTIONS of a Land, made for the 
Preſervation of the Subject, to his n 
tron or Prejudice, 


The Kings of 8 1 JuDAn were 
limited Monarchs. They had 79 abſolute 
Power over the Lives or Properties of 
their Subjects. Davip luſted for BA n- 
SHEBA, without Right or Power to take 
her from her Huſband URian. Davip 
had debauched her, and to fave her from 
the Puniſhment due to her Crime, he re- 
ſolved on the Death of Ur1an,, that he 
might take her to Wife, which was the 
only Way he had to ſcreen BaT HERBA. 
But David, tho' a * was reſponſible 

for 


L 27 ] 
for the Life of a Man ; and had he killed 
UR1AH with his own, or by the Hand of 
an Aſſaſſin, he had run the Riſque of a 


| Rebellion, and might have been depoſed ; 
„dor being inveſted by the Laws of his 
: Kingdom (for the Good of his Subjects) 
; with the full Powers of a General, he 
0 i employed thoſe Powers in the Deſtruction 
g of URIAn ; and, by Orders ſent to Joas, 


the diſhonoured Huſband was ſet in the 
Fore-front of the hotteſt Batfle, (Joas 
being directed to retire from him) that 
he might be ſmitten and die. Who can 
fay that UnxlAn was not both Jegally and 
unjuſtly put to Death ? or that Davie did 
not legally and wnju/ty take Poſſeſſion of his 
Wife, -who was bs Property? See the 
Second Book of Samuel, and Eleventh 
Chapter. Did the legal Method, by which 
the unfortunate Man fell, in the leaſt ex- 
tenuate the Crime, either of Adultery- or 
Murder committed by David? How de- 
teſtable David's Crimes were in the Sight x 
of the Almighty and Impartial Judge of | | 
| 
| 


Heaven and Earth, we learn in the 
Twelfth Chapter of the fame Book. Wa- f 
2 D than ll 
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than, by the expreſs. Command of God, 
pronounced a moſt terrible and juſt Sen- 
tence upon him: viz. © Thus faith the 
« Lord God of Iſrael, I anointed thee 
0 King over Mael, and delivered thee out 
« of the Hand of Saul, and, gave thee 
« thy Maſter's Houſe, and thy Maſter's 
« Wives into thy Boſom; and gave thee 
7 the Houſe of Mrael, and of Judab; and 
« if that had been too little, I would 
0 moreover have given to thee ſuch and 
« fuch Things. Wherefore haſt thou de- 
te ſpiſed he Commandment of the Lord; 
« to do Evil in his Sight? Thou haſt 
« Killed Lriab the Hittite with the Sword, 
« and. haſt taken his Wife | (Note, that is 
« Uriah's Property, and taken her too by i 
« legal Methed) to be thy Wife, and haſt 
« ſlain. him with the Edge of the Sword 
« of the Children of Ammon. Now 
<< therefore, the Sword ſhall never depart 
* frorp-thine -Houſe; becauſe thou haſt 
5 deſpiſpd me, and haſt taken the Wife WW © 
* of Urjah.the Hittite..(that is bis Pro- 
& penty) ite be thy Wife. Thus faith the 


Lord. I ill raiſe. up. Evil Mir thee WM La 
A cc out 


* AL 


LSE. | | 
te out of thine own Houſe; and I will 
* take thy Wives before thine Eyes, and 

give them to thy Neighbour, and he 


« ſhall lie with thy Wives in the Sight of 
« the Sun. For thou didſt it ſecretly; but 


« will do this Thing before all Mael, 
« and before the Sun. Verſe the 7th, 

Sch, 9th, roth, 11th, and 12th.” Abus 
coveted the Vineyard of Naboth; it lay 
near his Houſe, and was very commodzous 
for him. The limited Power of King 
Abab could not take from Nabotb his Pro- 
ferty, ſecured to him by the Laws of the 
Land; he therefore offered him a better 
in Exchange, or to give him Money fot 
it. But Naboth having a particular At- 
tachment to the Inheritance of his Fathers 
(an Example well worthy the Imitation of 
the Nobility and Gentry of every Nation) 
refuſed to part with his Vineyard. Yet 
Ahab did not attempt to take it by Force. 
No, but © he came into his Houſe heavy 
« and diſpleaſed, and laid him down upon 
« his Bed, turned away his Face, and 
« would eat no Bread.” — Jezebel, a 


Lady, to whom His Majeſty had the:Mif- 
D 2 fortune 
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[ 30 ] 
fortune to be a little too nearly allied, up- 


on Enquiry, diſcovering the Cauſe of the 


King' 8 Sadneſs, ſaid unto him, Doſt 
« thou now govern the Kingdom of J- 
racl?” As if the had ſaid, Doſt thou, in 
whom the executive. Power of the Laws 


and Conſtitution of Mel is entruſted, fink 


into Melancholy upon Naboth's Refuſal; 
when, under Colour ' of theſe Laws, Favs 
mayeſt poſſeſs thyſelf of his Vineyard? 
Accordingly ſhe promifed, that ſhe would 


give him the Vineyard of Naboth the Jez- 


reelite. In Purſuance of her Promiſe, 
te She wrote Letters in Ahab's Name, and 
te ſealed them with his Seal; and ſent the 
Letters unto the Elders and Nobles that 


- « were in the City dwelling with Nabeth; 


* and ſhe wrote in the Letters, ſaying, 
* Proclaim a Faſt, and ſet Naboth on high 


6 among the People; and ſet Two Men, 


« the Sons of Belial, before him, to bear 
« Witneſs againſt him, ſaying, Thou didſt 
te blaſpheme God and the King, and then 


* carry him out, and ſtone him, that he 
% may die. And the Men of the City, 


« even the Elders and Nobles, who were 


« the 


[3] 


e the Inhabitants of his City, did as Je- 


« zebel had ſent unto them, and as it was 
« written in the Letters which ſhe had 


« ſent unto them; they proclaimed a Faſt; 
« and ſet Naboth on high among the Peo- 


ple (ſurely theſe ELDErs and NoBLES, 


though Gentlemen of Figure and Foztune, 
muſt have been very s AD Doss, or they 
could never have been concerned in ſo wicked 
and vile an Action) © and there came in 
% Two Men, Children of Belzal (to be 
ſure Gentlemen of Figure and Foztune, or: 
elſe they would not have been credible Wit- 
neſſes) © and fat before him, and the 

« Men of Belial witneſſed againſt him, 
even againſt Naboth, in the Preſence of 
the People, ſaying, Naboth did blaſ- 
* pheme God and the King. Then they 
Werte him forth out of the City, and 
0 _ him with Stones, that he died. 
en they ſent to Jezebel, ſaying, Na- 

« both is dead. And it came to pal; 
«* when Jezebel heard that Naboth was 


e ſtoned, and was dead, that Jezebel ſaid 


eto Abab, Ariſe, take Poſſeſſion of the 
Vineyard of Nabeth the Fezreelite, which 
« he 


[ 32 ] 
he refuſed to give thee for Money: For 
* Nabeth is not alive, but dead. And it 
© came to- paſs, when Ahab heard that 
% Naboth was dead, that Ahab roſe up to 
go down' to the Vineyard of Naboth the 
% TJezreelite, to take Poſſeſſion of it.” 
Here we have a glaring Inſtance of the 
Perverſion of Laws (made for the Preſer- 
vation of the People) to ſpill the Blood, 
and invade the Property of an innocent 
Man. Naborb, whoſe Property Abab 
could not poſſeſs, without being firſt for- 
Feited by an Offence againſt the Laws, is 
legally, yet unjuſtly accuſed ; legally, yet 
unjuſtly tried before Judges, on the Evi- 
dence of Gentlemen of Figure and F01- 
tune; /egally, yet unjuſtly convicted upon 
the Evidence of falſe Witneſſes, Gentlemen 
of Figure and Fotune ; and Jegally, yet 
unjuſtly, condemned and executed, and 
his Vineyard /egally, yet unjuſtly confiſ- 
cated, But this wicked Perverſion of 
Law coſt both Ahab and Jezebel very 
dear. The Injuries of Nabeth cried aloud 
for Vengeance to the Gop of Vengeance. 


The Cries were inſtantly heard, and Fli- 
jab 


[ 33 J 
jah was inſtantly; commiſſioned to pro- 
nounce the fatal Sentence. And the 
« Word of the Lord came to Elijab the 
« T;/hbite, ſaying, Ariſe, go down to 
meet Ahab King of Iſrael, which is in. 
e Samaria : behold he is in the Vineyard 
* of Naboth, whither he is gone down 
« to poſſeſs it. And thou ſhalt ſpeak un- 
« to him, ſaying, Thus faith the Lord, 
te Haſt thou killed and alſo taken Poſſeſ- 
« ſion, and thou ſhalt ſpeak unto him, 
« ſaying, Thus faith the: Lord, In the 
« Place where the Dogs licked the Blood 
“of Naboth, ſhall Dogs lick thy Blood, 
« even thine. And Abab ſaid to Elijab, 
« Haſt thou found me, oh mine Ene- 
« my? and he anſwered, I have found 
« thee: Becauſe thou haſt fold thyſelf to 
« work Evil in the Sight of the Lord, be- 
« hold I will bring Evil upon thee, and 
« will take away thy Poſterity, and will 
« cut off from Ahab him that piſſeth a- 
« painſt the Wall, and him that is ſhut 
« up and left in rae/l. And will make 
« thine Houſe like the Houſe of Jerobaam 
te the Son of Nebat, and like the Houſe 
40 of 


1 


« of Baaſha the Son of Abijab, for the 


« Provocation- wherewith thou haſt pro- 
« yoked me to Anger, and made J/rael 
« to fin. And of Jezebel alſo ſpake the 
« Lord, ſaying, The Dogs ſhall eat Je- 
c bel by the Wall of Fezree/: him that 
« dieth of Abab in the City, the Dogs 
« ſhall eat, arid him that dieth in the 
« Field ſhall the Fowls of the Air eat.” 


There are ſome Circumſtances in this 
Story well worth - Obſervation. Fit, It 
appears by.the-Manner of the Narration, 
that Ahab was ignorant of this helliſſi 
Contrivance againſt the Life and Property 
of Naboth; for Jezebel promiſes to give 
him Nabath's Vineyard, and ſhe writes 
the Letters in 4hab's Name, and ſeals 
them with his Seal; and when ſhe bids 
him take Poſſeſſion, to encourage him to 
do ſo, ſhe tells him, for «© Naboth is not 
alive but dead“; whereby it appears, that 
Ahab knew nothing of the Matter till 
Jezebel acquainted him with it. And yet 
we ſee, the Death of Nabeth is made Part 
of his Crime; Gop, when he commands 
Elijab, 
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Elijal, laying that to his Charge, Haſt 
thou (ſays Gop) killed, and alſo taken, 
Poſſeſſion? then follows the Sentence. 
So it is plain, that God judged Abab, 
though not the Contriver of the Plot 
againſt Naboth, equally guilty with Je- 
zebel who was; becauſe by an inexcuſable 
Mglect of his Duty, in the high Office 
of a King, he ſuffered the regal Power, 
with which he was intruſted, for the 
Good and Preſervation of his Subjects, 
to be zſurped by a wicked Woman, and by 


her employed in the Dęſtruction of an in- 
nocent Man. 


Secondly, The Place, where Gop or- 
ders Elijah to pronounce the Sentence 
upon Ahab, deſerves Obſervation ; it was 
Naboth's Vineyard, the very Spot of 
Ground which he had zu/tly, though 
ally uſurped. By which Circumſtance, 
Cop ſeems to denote his particular Diſ- 
pleaſure againſt [nvaſrons upon Property, 
however gloſſed over by Forms of Law, 
and judicial Proceedings; as if by this 
dreadful Sentence, pronounced with ſo 

E remark- 
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remarkable a Circumſtance, He intended 
to ſtrike a greater. Terror into all the Kings 
of the Earth for the future. —Gop grant 
that all Kings and Princes may take Warn- 
ing: from the ſad n of David and 


abe 


Thus I have * what a dangerous 
N to theſe great Privileges it would 

be, if a Fudge fhould ever endeavour to 
deprive the Majority of the People of 
their Right of giving their Teſtimony, in 
all' Caufes whatever; by confining the 
Credibility of Witneſſes to Gentlemen of | 
Figure and Foztune only. The egregious 
Folly and Wickednefs of this Doctrine of 
NuMBER and ConDiT1on, I hope I have 
clearly evinced, both Tom REASON and 
SCRIPTU. URE. 


* ä the Time ſhould ever ar- ver 
rive, when a Judge ſhall attempt to in- tec 
fHlnence and miſguide the Judgements of 2 en 
Jury, by directing them to take Notice, 
in a Cauſe between the Crown and the 
Subject, that the Witneſſes on the Side ol and 
the ſuc 
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the latter are but Tex, or ſo many; and 


that hey are only FARMERs and TRADES- 
* PFOPLE ; but that the Witneſſes on the 


Side of the former are FirTEEN, or fo 
many more than thoſe of the Subject; 


and that many of them are Gentlemen of 


Figure and Foztune : or if by any Act of 
Partiality, he ſhall endeavour: to rob the 
Subject of his juſt Rights, or to affect his 
Life; KNow, the good People have a Re- 
medy againſt that Judge, which they may, 
and doubtleſs will apply; and that too in 
Time, before ſuch Maxims prevail, and 
get fo far a-head, that they will be grown 
too powerful, by Cuſtom and Familiarity, 
to be redreſſed by the Application of Con- 
ſlitutional Lenitives. Evils of this kind 
ought to be nipped in the Bud. It is 
therefore to be hoped, that the injured 

Subjects will, in the fr} Inſtance, in the 

very firſt Inftance, fly for Redreſs and Pro- 

tection to their Repreſentatives in Parlia- 
ment, whoſe Ears will be ever open to- 
their Complaints, and whoſe Hearts will be 

ever diſpoſed to redreſs their Grievances, 

and to reſcue them out of the Hands of 


ſuch a Judge. 
m_ E 2 Before 
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Before the CoMMons of GREA T-BR1- 
TAIN let them charge him with the dan- 
gerous and deſtructive Doctrine of Num- 
BER and CONDITION; or with any other 
flagrant Act of Partiality. Before THEM 
let them prove their Allegations; and 
they need not doubt, that the Zeal of 
their faithful Repreſentatives will vote him 
guilty of an Higb Crime and Miſdemeanor; 
that ſuch Reſolution would be followed 

by an Impeachment; and when he is found 
guilty by the Housꝝ of LorDs, they may 
naturally expect that his Conviction will be 
ſucceeded by Addreſſes to the Throne, from 
both Houſes of Parliament, to remove 
him from his High Office, and a Bill of 
Pains and Penalties to confiſcate his Eſtate, 
and to impriſon or baniſh him for Life. 


And let Pos TER ITV (for whoſe Be- 
nefit I write) conſider, ſeriouſly conſider 
what follows, That though ſuch Beha- 
viour in a Fudge at firſt, ſhould affect only 

a Few, or even a SINGLE Perſon ; let not 
the many Millions of freeborn Subyetts 
imagine, 
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imagine, becauſe they are not immediately 


oppreſſed by that one Caſe, that — 
they are not concerned; and fo fink into a 
ſhameful and fatal Supineneſs. The moſt 
ſucceſsful Way to enſlave a free People, 
is to undermine and betray GRADUALLY, 
the Conſtitutions upon which their FREE- 
DOM ig built, And this Way will pro- 
bably be taken, by zhoſe, who liſt in the 
Cauſe of abſolute Power; and if they are 
early oppoſed in their reaſonable Practices 
againſt the People; they will ſoon make 
too great a Progreſs to be oppoſed at all. 
Though the People in general are not im- 
mediately affected by the Abuſe of Autho- 
rity, in the Inſtance of a ſingle Perſon, yet 
they are really and eſſentially concerned ; 
ſince the Cafe of that one ſingle Perſon 
may, and certainly will (without timely 
Prevention) become the Caſe of the whole 
Body Politick, and of every Individual be- 
longing to it. Let then the whole Na- 
tion, if but a ſingle Perſon ſhould lodge a 
well grounded Complaint againſt ſuch a 
Judge, make his Cauſe their own; and, 
with united Hearts and Hands, join with 

him 
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him in his Application to the Legiſlature, 
to bring that Fudge to condign Puniſhment, 
Thus ſhall they convince Men in Power, 
that ALL the undermining Arts of Vea. 
cbery, will be as vain and ineffectual againſt 
the Liberties of the People, as the open 
and violent Aſaults of former Times have 
been. Thus/ſhall they tranfmit their Me- 
mories to their Pofterity, as dear, illuſtri- 
ous, and facred, for preſerving the Rights 
and Liberties of their Country, by their 
Wiſdom and Vigilance, as thoſe of our Fore- 
fathers are to the preſent Generation, for 
having delivered them down to us by 2 
_— and Conduct. | 


FINIS. 


